Overview of Town Board Voting Outcome of Park Trail Issue, 2010 

Town of East Troy, Wl 

Town Chairman John Stoesser says in his blog, "myeasttroy.com", that he made 
the motion to have the Referendum for the park trail on the April ballot in 
October, 2009. It is important to note for historical accuracy and town board 
accountability for transparent government that Supervisor Clayton Montez made 
the motion, alleged to be made by Mr. Stoesser, at the February 8, 2010 town 
board meeting. The motion was based upon public discussion at the previous 
town board meeting that the public should be informed and have a say about the 
historical developments surrounding the history of the town's park developments. 

At the February 8, 2010 meeting, Town Chairman John Stoesser actually voted 
against the advisory referendum for the park trail while Supervisors Joe 
Klarkowski and Clayton Montez voted in favor of having the referendum, as 
provided by law. The town supervisors sought public participation to decide 
whether to resume the development of a park trail that had been nearly 
completed in 2001, but had been suspended by litigation over deed restriction 
recording errors by the developer of the subdivision. 

At the following March 8, 2010 town board meeting, the town supervisors voted 
to have a public information forum prior to the referendum in order to provide an 
open discussion on the issues surrounding the town's park trail. Chairman 
Stoesser voted NO against public disclosure for an informed public decision. 

At the March 8, 2010 town board meeting, Supervisor Montez also presented a 
short and a long letter for publication in the local paper that would provide a brief 
explanation of the referendum. Montez made the motion following a proposed 
draft by the town's attorney, Jim Mills. Mills had been previously authorized 
during the January 1 1 , 2010 town board meeting to write a draft letter for board 
consideration. Supervisors Klarkowski and Montez voted in favor of publishing 
the letter to inform the town electors of the referendum. Chairman Stoeser voted 
against publishing the letter. 

At the April 12, 2010 town board meeting, Chairman Stoesser reluctantly 
supported the town supervisor's motions to accept the results of the advisory 
referendum that denounced further support of the park trail by a vote of 600 "No" 
votes to 150 "Yes" votes. Mr. Stoesser's attempt to thwart a legitimate motion to 
stop a vote on supporting the results of the advisory referendum failed. See 
selected text from April 12, 2010 town board minutes at the end of this document. 

All selected texts are available within the contexts of the complete versions as 
posted on the website for the Town Hall of East Troy . 



Selected text from TOWN OF EAST TROY BOARD MEETING 
Monday, February 8th, 2010 at 6:30P.M. AGENDA 

1 5 . Unfinished Business 

a. Discussion & Possible approval of PARK TRAIL referendum regarding 
Language for April Election which may not include costs estimated to be 
between $90,000 & $190,000 



Selected text from the February 8. 2010 town board minutes relating to 
the adoption of the referendum for the park trail: 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Chairman Stoesser presented discussion and 
possible approval of Park Trail language for the referendum. 
Supervisor Montez moved to have the referendum language as stated for 
the April ballot. Supervisor Klarkowski seconded the motion. Discussion 
followed. Attorney Boehm commented on the Park Trail. Supervisor 
Montez moved to amend the motion to remove "and improvement" and 
substitute the word "connected". Supervisor Klarkowski seconded the 
amendment. 
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Supervisor Montez - in favor. 
Supervisor Klarkowski - in favor. 
Chairman Stoesser - no 
The motion carried. 



Selected text from March 8. 2010 town board minutes relating to public 
information forum: 

Supervisor Montez made a motion that the Town of East Troy host a 
public forum for the purpose of discussing the positive and negative 
aspects of the park trail in the Beulah Farms subdivision. The forum is to 
take place on Saturday, March 27, 2010 at 9:30a.m. at the Town Hall of 
East Troy. The forum will consist of two panelists speaking on behalf of 
the park trail, two panelists opposed to the park trail and a moderator. 
The forum will be conducted under the supervision of Frank Scherkenbach 
who will act as the forums moderator. The panelists will be selected by 
application to the Town clerk no later than noon on Friday, March 1 9, 



2010. The four panelists and two alternates (one speaking for the trail and 
one speaking against the trail) will be recommended by the forum 
moderator with final approval by the town letter as soon as practical for 
timely preparation for the March 27 forum. There will be no re-numeration 
or endorsement for the forum speakers or moderator by the town. 
Supervisor Klarkowski seconded the motion. Discussion followed. 
Supervisor Montez - in favor 
Supervisor Klarkowski - in favor 

Chairman Stoesser asked the public if anyone wants to speak on the 
motion. 

Attorney Hudec stated he owns several lots in the subdivision and 
commented on the park trail. 

Adam Teresinski, N9507 Beulah Meadows Road, does not believe any 
residents living in that area are in favor of the park trail. 

Kurt Wilm, CTH J, commented on the park trail. 

Steve , Beech Road, questioned the town park. 
Don Schmidt, Walnut Street, questioned why the park trial is on the 
referendum. 

Brian Shower, (unknown address) questioned the cost of the trail. 
Robert Mueller, Humphrey Lane, discussed the park trail. 

Ricky Porter, St. Peters Road, questioned the tax-payers paying for 
the park trail. 

Supervisor Montez called a question on the motion for the forum. 
Supervisor Montez - in favor 
Supervisor Klarkowski - in favor 
Chairman Stoesser - no 
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The motion carried. 

Supervisor Montez submitted two information letters for the Town 
Board to choose one to submit to the newspaper on the Park Trail 
referendum. 

Lee Scheel, Beulah Road, questioned the park trail. 

Brett Peach, Walnut Street, questioned park trail. 

Dave Wardin, Beulah Meadows Road, explained the settlement on the park 
trail. 

Robert Mueller, Humphrey Lane, explained the Town Park Trail history. 

Ronald Scott, Sky Lane, discussed eminent domain. 

Rick Porter, St. Peters Road, questioned the tax-payers paying for the park 
trail. 

Supervisor Klarkowski made a motion that they use the longer version for the 
newspaper, with the forum being Saturday March 27, 2010 9:30A.M. A yes vote 



on the referendum recommends the completion of the trail and no vote being 
advisory not to complete the trail. Supervisor Montez seconded the motion. 
Supervisor Klarkowski - in favor 
Supervisor Montez - in favor 
Chairman Stoesser - no 
The motion carried. 



Selection from January 11, 2010 town board meeting : 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Chairman Stoesser presented the Park Trail 

referendum language for the April Election. 

Attorney Mills presented the wording for the Park Trail referendum (an opinion 

poll). 

Dave Bitter, questioned the amount of money already spent. 

Bret Strong, questioned the land-owners winning the past settlement. 

Judy Skotarzak, asked if the DNR suggested making the trail & that is why they 

received the grant. 

Kurt Wilm, stated the Town did lose and two land-owners were paid a given 

amount. 
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Supervisor Klarkowski advised that it will be a walking trail only, no motorized 
vehicles. There are eleven affected parcels to create a Park Trail. The money 
has to be approved by the Town residents. 

Chairman Stoesser believes that there needs to be an informational mailing to 
the voters. 

Supervisor Montez believes there should be an open electors meeting, to discuss 

the issues. Discussion followed on an informational letter being sent on the 

referendum. 

Supervisor Montez moved to authorize Attorney Mills to draft the language 

for the referendum and the wording for the informational letter to the 

electors. Supervisor Klarkowski seconded the motion. Discussion followed. The 

motion carried by unanimous vote. 



Selected text from the April 12. 2010 town board meeting . 

Attorney Mills presented Resolution 2010-06, rescinding Resolution of Necessity 

regarding the public recreational trail. 

Supervisor Montez made a motion. Chairman Stoesser stated Supervisor Montez is out of 



order, not recognized. 
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Supervisor Montez moved to approve Resolution 2010-06 as read. Supervisor 
Klarkowski seconded the motion. Chairman Stoesser stated the Supervisor's are out of 
order. Attorney Mills stated there is a motion on the floor. Supervisor Montez called for a 
question. Attorney Mills advised there is a motion. 

Chairman Stoesser asked Supervisor Montez if he was going to make a motion. 

Supervisor Montez stated that the motion is on the floor. Chairman Stoesser advised the 

issue is open for discussion. Discussion followed. 

Supervisor Montez - in favor 

Supervisor Klarkowski - in favor 

Chairman Stoesser - in favor. 

The motion carried by unanimous vote. 



